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Wittmann Morstein Riesling GG 2018
[98] JamesSuckling.com  
          — [#25] Top 100 Wines of 
Germany 2019 —
Wild yellow flowers blow in a citrusy, salty 
breeze. Freshly picked nectarines run amok 
and honeydew melon drips in intensity. Allur-
ing and decadent at the same time with glitzy 
tension, but ornately spiced stone fruit. The 
acidity is tempered only by the raw power here.  
Stoney and tightly constructed, but deep and 
welcoming. Drink now or hold. December 2019

[96] Wine Advocate
A deep, intense, enormously complex and salty Riesling with great in-
tensity, refined richness and a long and intense, well-structured finish. 
This is a great German Riesling. May 2020

[94] Wine Spectator
Starts off linear, but expands. A suave texture coats the palate, revealing  
notes of passion fruit, apricot and blossom, with a lemongrass hint 
in the background. Spice and savory mineral elements add to the 
complexity, but the pronounced acidity cuts through, disrupting the 
charm for now. Should reward with time. Best from 2022 through 
2035. June 2020

[93] Vinous By David Schildknecht 
A marine combination of salinity and alkalinity greets the nose, along 
with penetrating scents of lemon and tomatillo, anticipating the sur-
prising tart-edged, tangy brightness and the piquancy that emerge on 
a full, firm, concentratedly sappy palate. Char, chalk, mouthwatering 
salinity and pungent herbal inflections combine with cheek-grab-
bing phenolic intensity and tartness for a strikingly vibrant, gripping 
finish. Wittmann’s Morstein is notoriously the darling among wine 
critics inside Germany, and here is a vintage in which I’m inclined to 
go along (though not overboard) with the adulation it so regularly 
receives. November 2020

[92] Fine Wine Review By Claude Kolm 
Finesse, light weight, ripe but elegant white fruits. Good length. 
February 2020

[91] Mosel Fine Wines
Develops a quite intense and even slightly power ful nose of earthy 
spices, camphor, pear, thyme, mint, pineapple and grapefruit. Creamy  
and almost off -dry flavors help to buffer off the powerful side on the 
palate. The finish is very long, but also intense and slightly powerful. 
This feel of power is reinforced by the tartness, zest and spices. This 
wine will particularly appeal to lovers of bolder and richer expression 
of dry Riesling. October 2019

[18.5] Jancis Robinson 
A warm and rich fragrance adds an unusual but seductive notion 
of Ambrosia rice pudding to the more conventional aromas of ripe 
yellow fruit. The palate is packed with sweet and juicy fruit flavours, 
a hint of exotic spice and well-rounded acidity add subtle accents. 
Despite its generous character, the Morstein shows great purity of 
taste and does not lose itself in opulence. October 2019

[Silver Medal] 2020 Texsom International Wine Awards
March 2020

Vinous: Rheinhessen 2018: Revelatory Rieslings By David Schildknecht 
“The meteoric rise of 21st-century Rheinhessen Riesling is above all owing to the efforts of Klaus Peter Keller and Philipp Wittmann, building on the 
quality-conscious determination of (and in continued collaboration with) their fathers, Klaus Keller and Günter.” 

“Long internationally renowned for what he has built on his father’s legacy, Westhofen wine grower Philipp Wittmann has achieved from 2018 what 
might be his most exciting collection yet.” November 2020 
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Wittmann Aulerde Riesling GG 2018
[96] JamesSuckling.com 
Very intense, lemony notes here with dried 
honeysuckle, apple curd, bright quince and 
spearmint. There’s a layered, compressed 
quality to the center palate, despite the 
impressive power here, and the acidity drives 
long and pure. Ripe but well-defined on the 
finish. Drink now. December 2019

[93] Fine Wine Review  
       By Claude Kolm 

Chalky nose with peach underneath. Medium-weight in mouth, 
round, silky, peach, finesse. February 2020

[92] Wine Spectator
Focused and crisp, with notes of singed orange peel and subtle pine 
accenting the nectarine and Asian pear flavors. White pepper and 
cardamom hints emerge midpalate and linger on the finish. Shows 
suffcient concentration, but the acidity needs a bit more time to 
mellow. Best from 2023 through 2033. Web Only 2020

[91] Vinous By David Schildknecht 
Bruised apple skin, lemon zest, charred wood and chalk dust make for 
a pungent but rather austere aromatic display. The palate is pithily 
concentrated, firm and full. The gripping finish is alkaline, stony  
and glowing with piquancy of crushed fruit seeds as well as seedy 
huckleberry. Thankfully, it also delivers tart crab apple and lemon 
juice to serve for invigorating refreshment. November 2020

[90] Wine Advocate
very clear and fine on the nose. The palate is precise, refined and 
elegant, yet it’s not as complex as the 2017. May 2020

[17.5] Jancis Robinson 
A generous fruity fragrance exhibits aromas of ripe apple, peach and 
pear. The palate adds zesty touches of lime and orange to the sweet 
and juicy local fruit. Healthy acidity, a salty mineral tang and a subtle 
phenolic piquancy add contours to the finish. October 2019

Wittmann Kirchspiel Riesling GG 2018
[97] JamesSuckling.com 
This has a super fine nose with an impression 
of aromatic elegance and finely defined notes 
of chalk, white pepper, dry spices and a fresh, 
lemon and lime-peel edge. The palate has 
pin-point acidity and fine, leaf-like detail. 
The power is very discreet here and the finish 
is succulent, dry and uber fresh. Drink or hold. 
December 2019

[93] Wine Spectator
Lean and tightly wound, featuring intense minerally and savory notes 
up front. This firmly structured version will need time to relax and 
allow all its elements to shine. The potential is revealed midpalate, 
where orchard and stone fruit flavors emerge, followed by a long, 
stony aftertaste. Best from 2023 through 2033. June 2020

[93] Fine Wine Review By Claude Kolm 
Peach and apricot, sensual, round, smooth, deep. February 2020

[93] View from the Cellar By John Gilman
A lovely, classic nose of tart orange, white peach, wild yeasts, chalky 
minerality, citrus zest and a topnote of lemon blossoms. On the palate  
the wine is pure, full-bodied, focused and complex, with a lovely core 
of fruit, good undertow of chalky minerality, bright acids and a long, 
beautifully balanced and very promising finish. July-August 2020

[92] Wine Advocate
From an east-facing cru and picked at the very end of the harvest, the 
2018 Kirchspiel Riesling GG is fascinating, precise, fine and piquant 
on the palate, with great intensity and finesse and a long and delicate 
finish. May 2020

[92] Vinous By David Schildknecht 
A striking, penetratingly pungent nose features bruised apple skin, 
lemon zest, chalk dust, lavender and roux. The palate is full and firm 
but polished, with piquant, tart impingements of apple skin and  
lemon peel surprisingly subdued given the intensity that was  
projected on the nose. The finish, though, is not just grippingly  
piquant but electrically tongue-tingling, brightly lemony and  
adamantly chalky. November 2020

[18] Jancis Robinson 
An enticing fragrance brings together floral and herbal aromas of a 
summer meadow with ripe orchard fruit, creating an aura of summer  
meadow. The flavour is equally diverse, opening with sweet juicy  
yellow plums on a viscous palate, but adding tactile mineral notes 
and a piquant spicy notion to the mid palate. There is also sufficient 
acidity to stimulate the taste buds. October 2019
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Wittmann Brunnenhäuschen Riesling GG 2018
[96] JamesSuckling.com 
Lots of white pepper and nutmeg here, as 
well as green peppers, juniper berries, dill and 
coriander. Crystal-clear purity of green and 
citrus fruit to the medium-to full-bodied pal-
ate. Lithe and juicy, but graceful and pointed 
on the very chewy finish. Drink now or hold. 
December 2019

[95] Wine Advocate
Pure and intense on the flinty, refined and 

elegant nose. On the palate, this is a rich and salty-piquant, fresh and 
fine Riesling with finesse, fine tannins (like clayey slate plates), juicy 
and intense stone fruit and a long, intense and powerful finish. Great 
wine! May 2020

[94] Vinous By David Schildknecht 
Subtly floral and coolingly herbal scents — typical of this site and here  
suggestive of gentian and thyme — offer welcome respite from the 
relentlessly chalky and piquant assault launched by so many Wittmann  
Rieslings on the nose, not to mention on the palate. The flowers and  
herbs are accompanied by intimations of apple, white peach and lime  
anticipating the sappy, juicy profusion of fruit — that, too, a departure 
 from the prevailing Wittmann Riesling personality — delivered on 
a polished, glossy subtly silken palate. Luscious pit fruitiness, brightly 
juicy citricity, subtle chalkiness and salinity combine with savory 
and herbal elements for a mouthwatering evocation of raw oyster. 
Billowing inner-mouth floral perfume further informs a sustained, 
delightfully and intriguingly interactive finish that compels the next 
sip. Striking here, too, is the sense of lift for a wine of 13% alcohol. 
November 2020

[93] Wine Spectator
The glossy texture of this wine is complemented by notes of dragon 
fruit and lemon zest, followed by flavors of white raspberry,  
clementine and sweet spice. Dry, with substance and acidity  
powering through, creating a fierce impression. Should integrate 
nicely with time. Best from 2023 through 2035. June 2020

[93] Fine Wine Review By Claude Kolm 
Lightly floral, somewhat dusty nose. Elegant white fruits, great 
finesse, good length. Very noble. One of the top GG’s of the vintage. 
February 2020

[18.5] Jancis Robinson 
Although there is ample fruit on the nose, the Brunnenhäuschen does  
not indulge in the more tropical touches of its stablemates. This 
noble restraint serves it well on the palate, where cooler notions of 
stony mineral and fresh herbs get a good look in and put more  
emphasis on elegance rather than opulence of expression. Acidity is 
well pitched to add some vibrancy to the finish. October 2019
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Wittmann Westhofener Riesling Trocken 2018
[95] JamesSuckling.com 
Plenty of butter, milk, apricot pie, mangoes, 
papaya and dried-pear tart. Even a touch of 
bananas. While the nose is certainly in the 
tropical zone, the palate is unexpectedly steely 
with a deep indent of acidity punctuating the 
otherwise soft and round impression. A  
contrastive, tense white in the end. Drink 
now or hold. December 2019

[92] Wine Spectator
This ripe version exhibits guava, peach and mango aromas and 
flavors, with an underlying spiciness. Balanced, yet exhibits electric 
acidity. A bit intense at the moment, but should balance out with 
short-term cellaring. Salty hints mark the finish. Best from 2021 
through 2029. June 2020

[92] Fine Wine Review By Claude Kolm 
This wine is from Wittmann’s young vines in the grand cru Morstein 
and Brunnenhäuschen vineyards. Its nobility of texture and expression  
of fruit show these origins. The wine has the chipped stone aromas and  
flavors that are typical of the limestone in the Westhofen vineyards, 
and the flavors are show lemon and grapefruit. The richness of 2018 
is here, but also the noble firmness. The wine drinks well already but 
should age well for 15-20 years. February 2020

[91+] Wine Advocate
The 2018 Westhofener Riesling Trocken is sourced entirely from grand  
cru vineyards (predominantly Morstein but also Brunnenhäuschen) 
and is a concentrated, intense and juicy wine with a tight mineral 
structure. May 2020

[91] Vinous By David Schildknecht 
Sourced entirely from Morstein, this leads with rather austere, pun-
gent and piquant suggestions of char, crushed stone, grapefruit peel, 
caraway and crushed citrus seeds. Wittmann reported that in keeping 
with the recent establishment of wine “Aus Ersten Lagen” as an 
official VDP category (as explained in the introduction to this report 
on Rheinhessen), he was much stricter in his choice of raw material 
for this Westhofen bottling than had been the case with its epony-
mous predecessors. And at this address, stricter selection and higher 
quality are associated with less fruity and more minerally demeanors. 
That association is certainly reflected in this wine’s chalky, stony grip, 
accompanied by cheek-tugging, glowing overall phenolic intensity. 
Happily, though, not only do zest of grapefruit and lime lend pizzazz 
to the finish, they also serve for welcome primary juiciness that 
insures refreshment, while a lick of salt serves for equally welcome 
salivary stimulation. November 2020

[90] Wine & Spirits 
Sourced from Westhofen’s limestone slopes, this is round in the middle, 
 with concentrated citrus flavors; then the mineral notes seem to 
gather that flavor, lengthening it into a steady, dry finish. Give it a 
year or three in the cellar to settle into itself. June 2020

Continues
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[17] JancisRobinson.com 
Some like it lean, some like it mean, but Philipp Wittmann prefers 
his dry Riesling wines to be generous in fruit and juice. 2018 has 
played right into the hands of this philosophy, and if this racy, elegant 
and mineral Westhofen village wine is anything to go by, we can look 
forward to some very special Grosse Gewächse. June 2019

Wittmann Estate Riesling Trocken 2018
[93] Jamessuckling.com 
This is a really pretty riesling with bright 
lemon curd, orange blossom and lime cordial. 
Signature minerality and depth for this price 
point; this is a medium-to full-bodied riesling 
with smooth, textural appeal, but a vivacious 
backbone of acidity. Drink now. December 2019

[92] Wine Advocate
Super clear, intense and elegant on the nose. 

On the palate, this is a stunning, very intense, highly finessed and 
sooty dry Riesling with fine tannins. This spectacular dry Riesling is 
their estate wine, and it will be be hard to find any better Rieslings at 
this price point. Very salty, pure and stimulating on the finish. Rich. 
May 2020

[90] Vinous By David Schildknecht 
Caraway, charred wood, struck flint and zesty lime on the pungently 
penetrating nose put me a bit in mind of Sauvignon. The feel is firm 
but polished and there is bright juiciness accompanied by invigorating  
piquancy, pungency and cut. The penetratingly persistent finish is 
lightly refreshing and mouthwateringly saline, but is also prolonged 
by a faintly bitter glow of crushed caraway and an almost austere 
sense of chalk suffusion. November 2020

[90] Fine Wine Review By Claude Kolm 
From Wittmann’s own vineyards located around the village of  
Westhofen, this is a wine well above it class as an entry-level estate 
Riesling. It is crisp, pure, deep, and lively with white grapefruit aromas  
and flavors, a medium-weight body, and very good depth. The wine 
finishes fully dry, but is not harsh. February 2020

[89] Wine Spectator
Very vibrant, this bone-dry white o ers notes of lemon twist, quince 
and coriander, with sea salt details adding to the complexity and 
charm. A lemon-lime character takes over on the moderately long 
finish. Best from 2021 through 2029. June 2020

[88] View from the Cellar By John Gilman
The nose is excellent, offering up a complex blend of pink grapefruit,  
white peach, a nice touch of wild yeasts, chalky minerality, a hint of 
smokiness and a topnote of dried flowers. On the palate the wine is  
already feeling a bit of backend pinch from its screwcap, so it needs 
plenty of swirling to get it to open up, but eventually offers up  
medium-full body, a good core, lovely soil signature and grip, good 
acids and a long, nascently complex finish. July-August 2020

Wittmann Weisser Burgunder Trocken 2018
[88] Wine & Spirits 
Cherry blossom, fresh apples, poached pears 
and citrus. Supple and soft on the palate with 
pliable acidity and a fruity yet bright finish, 
reminiscent of chamomile tea. From  
biodynamically grown grapes. Drink now. 
December 2019

[88] View from the Cellar  
          By John Gilman

A fine aromatic blend of apple, white peach, a lovely touch of limestone  
soil, spring flowers and just a whisper of vanilla from the older fuders.  
On the palate the wine is bright, full-bodied, focused and very well- 
balanced, with good, but not great depth at the core, sound framing 
acids and quite good length and grip on the finish. July-August 2020

[91] JamesSuckling.com
Cherry blossom, fresh apples, poached pears and citrus. Supple and 
soft on the palate with pliable acidity and  
a fruity yet bright finish, reminiscent of chamomile tea. From  
biodynamically grown grapes. Drink now. September 2019

Wittmann Silvaner Trocken 2018
[89] Vinous By David Schildknecht 
This admirably clear and surprisingly bright 
Silvaner presents crunchy pear, a lightly 
peppery and pungently herbal evocation of 
ripe olive, and Riesling-like fresh lime and a 
suffusion of crushed stone. November 2020

[88] View from the Cellar  
          By John Gilman
Offers up a bright bouquet of breadfruit, a 

touch of peach, a good base of chalky soil tones and a topnote of 
lemongrass. On the palate the wine is bright, full-bodied and nicely 
focused, with a good core of fruit, sound acids and good length and 
grip on the well-balanced finish. This is quite a nice example of 
Silvaner. July-August 2020

Wittmann Niersteiner Trocken 2018
[92] View from the Cellar By John Gilman
Nicely ripe at thirteen percent octane, but pure and balanced at the 
same time, with the nose wafting from the glass in a sophisticated 
blend of apple, nectarine, wild yeasts, a lovely base of red slate, a touch  
of citrus peel and a lovely note of lemongrass in the upper register. 
On the palate the wine is deep, full-bodied, racy and complex, with 
an excellent core of fruit, very good backend mineral drive and cut 
and a long, focused and very wellbalanced finish. This is first class dry 
Riesling! July-August 2020
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Wittmann Westhofener 1G Riesling Trocken  
(Westhofener Aus Ersten Lagen) 2018
[91] View From the Cellar Reviews By John Gilman 
The wine offers up a deep and youthfully complex nose of tart orange, 
pink grapefruit, chalky minerality, lemongrass, wild yeasts, citrus peel 
and a smoky top note. On the palate the wine is deep, full-bodied, 
focused and complex, with a good core of fruit, bright acids, good 
focus and cut and a long, promising finish. This has lovely structure 
and will need a bit of time in the cellar to properly blossom. Good 
juice. March 2022/Issue #97

Wittmann Spätburgunder Rotwein Trocken 2018
[93] Wine Enthusiast
The nose is quiet here suggesting trace hints 
of toast and smoky mineral, but the palate of 
this spry, fresh-footed Pinot Noir offers bold 
strokes of zippy black cherry and raspberry. 
Freshly concentrated and edged by fine-
grained, silky tannins, it’s a wine that’s ready 
now but should drink beautifully through at 
least 2028. June/July 2021

[90] Wine Advocate
A perfectly ripe, fresh and elegant bouquet of dark cherries, dark 
berries, wild strawberries and very fine toast aromas. It’s wonderfully 
reductive and precise. On the palate, this is a medium to full-bodied, 
fresh and refined Pinot with a silky texture and perfectly ripe and 
juicy fruit intensity that is structured by fine acidity and delicate, silky  
tannins. Very elegant and lovely to drink. A gorgeous wine. May 2020

[HHHH] Restaurant Wine 
This fine Pinot Noir is a medium full style. It has moderate richness, 
light tannin, and very good flavor (cherry, red currant, black tea, toast, 
oak). It is balanced, and a long finish. Fine value. Still developing; 
warrants at least 1-2 years more of aging. Native yeast fermented. 
Aged 16 months in oak barrels. October 2021

Wittmann 100 Hills Pinot Blanc Dry 2018
[91] Wine Enthusiast  
        — Editors’ Choice —
Vibrant, transparent grapefruit and pear 
flavors extend from nose to finish in this 
fantastic value Pinot Blanc. Full bodied and 
juicy on the palate, it’s balanced by zesty tangs 
of lemony acidity and a lingering note of 
smoked hazelnut. Enjoy now–2022 to  
maximize its vital style. August 2020

[89] Wine Spectator
Richly spiced, showing a leaner profile, but remains very well-balanced.  
Thyme and chamomile tea notes glide along nectarine and clementine 
 flavors. Offers good intensity and a long floral aftertaste. Drink now 
through 2025. March 2020

[88] Fine Wine Review  
        By Claude Kolm 
This is an outstanding wine for its class with spiced pear fruit, salinity, 
slight creaminess of texture, and overall raciness. So far, the best 
examples of German (or anywhere) Pinot Blanc that I’ve had are 
from producers a little bit further south from here in the Pfalz, but 
they usually are Grosses Gewächs and at prices that make this wine a 
most attractive alternative for other than the most serious drinking. 
February 2020

Continues
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Wittmann 100 Hills Riesling Dry 2018
[91] Wine Enthusiast  
        — Editors’ Choice —
Hints of caramelized honey and crisp nectarine  
collide in this delightfully sunny yet deeply 
mineral dry Riesling. Medium bodied and 
spry on its feet, it fills the palate with a crush 
of zesty citrus and stone fruit flavors. The 
finish lingers on strikes of steel and earth. An 
exceptional value wine with elegance. August 2020

[91] JamesSuckling.com
Grilled peaches, dried apple rind, pear tart and loquat spring into  
action on the nose. Attractive, steely texture with bright acidity 
crunch and tightly wound phenolics. Medium-bodied and fruity. 
Drink now. December 2019

[88] Wine Spectator
A charming, floral version, with hints of exotic fruit and a core filled 
with ripe pear and clementine flavors. A wave of spices hits the palate 
before this dissipates on the moderate finish. Drink now. February 2020

[88] Fine Wine Review  
        By Claude Kolm 
For a modestly-priced Riesling, it’s going to be hard to find a better 
value than this wine. The wine is pure, clear, and chiseled with mineral  
fruit and just enough sugar to give roundness and suppleness to the 
body without any sweetness. February 2020

[87] Wine & Spirits — Best Buy —
Floral and limey, this contrasts its ripe citrus flavors with zingy pith 
notes. Give it a chill for a Cobb salad. June 2020

[87] Christycanterbury.com 
Zippy and light, this crunchy and dry Riesling is laced with honeysuckle  
and Key lime. The tight finish is mightily mineral, showcasing wet 
river rocks and slate. Pleasantly grippy on the palate, there’s the 
slightest hint of glycerol to keeps this wine eligible for the drink-on-
its-own category. It will also nicely accompany sweet shellfish, like 
shrimp and scallops, as well as salads with fresh or dried fruits.  
January 2020

The Nittany Epicurean By Michael Chelus 
The wine showed a pale straw color. Pear, apple, lemon, honey and 
whiffs of apricot could all be found on the nose. Pear, apple, pithy 
lemon, hay, peach and hints of petrol followed on the palate where 
the petrol emerged as the wine opened up. The wine exhibited racy 
acidity and great minerality. It was light-bodied and demonstrated 
average length. This wine would do well as an aperitif and it would 
pair nicely with roasted rainbow trout. January 25, 2020

Wittmann 100 Hills Rosé Dry 2018
[90] Wine Enthusiast 
Candied red cherries and dusty mineral tones 
introduce this medium-pink rosé. It’s full 
bodied and dry but delicate in mouthfeel, 
accented by crisp red-cherry and raspberry 
flavors. This zesty, thirst-quenching rosé is 
equally suited for drinking poolside or with 
poultry anytime of the year. April 2020 

[86] Christycanterbury.com 
This is a crisp, dry and scintillatingly delicate rosé with rose hips and 
red currants. Tangy acidity, light body and a catchy, dry finish give it 
credibility at the table. However, there’s just enough structural depth  
of concentration to give this wine some mid-palate gusto, which makes  
it a good sip on its own, too. The minerally finish is mouthwatering. 
January 2020

The Nittany Epicurean By Michael Chelus 
The wine showed a fuchsia color. Cherry, raspberry, strawberry, 
watermelon and lemon all arrived on the nose. Cherry, cranberry, 
rhubarb, watermelon candy and lemon followed on a palate bright 
with red berry fruit. The wine exhibited great acidity and balance. It 
was light-bodied and demonstrated good length. This wine would be 
a great aperitif. It would also pair well with a German dumpling soup. 
January 9, 2020


